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A new one-design day racer certainly caught the eye
at Southampton. Jonty Sherwill talks to the creators
of the MD35 and takes the prototype for a spin

ince the rise of the sportsboat
phenomenon there has been a
steady stream of eye-catching new
day-sailers, but only a very few
have hit the spot. Some have been targeted
at replacing established classes while others
have been designed for pleasure sailing, but
now a new boat with an international
pedigree is poised to achieve bath.

The md3sis a serious eye catcher,
impressively narrow and elegant, almost a
scaled-down America’s Cupper. Its aesthetic
might also owe something to the iconic
Wally yachts, but designer Mark Mills claims
that its DNA is fundamentally Anglo-Saxon.
That means it's designed to be practical and
affordable and the team behind this new
one-design has a copper-bottomed record in
developing successful production boats.
Mike Relling of MD Yachts in New Zealand
has pushed the project forward alongside
the first UK boat owner, Gavin Maber, based
onashared vision.
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The boat on test is a prototype built by
Craig Partridge Yachts in Auckland, but
production s in the hands of Javier
Mendez's M Yachts in Buenos Aires. Their
high skill levels, but with modest labour
rates and the use of non-exotic cored E-
Glass and vinylester resin construction,
means it is competitively priced.

Running costs are also controlled with
strict one-design sail restrictions, but most
notable is the ability to ship the boat and all
its gear in a standard 40ft container. The
mast splits in two, the rudder is in an easily
removable cassette and the keel, which is
half the boat’s 2.5 tonne displacement, is
partially lifted during craning into the
custom-built cradle. Maximum beam is
2.2m (7.25ft) to allow legal trailing.

The md3s's greatest virtue is its
simplicity. Intended to be raced by a crew of
four, the class rules do not stipulate a crew
weight limit, as stability is already high.
There is plenty of room for more guestsona
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mainsheet winch makes sure of that and
this useful workhorse also hoists the
mainsail. There are two batteries on board,
asmall one to start the two-cylinder 12hp
diesel engine and one dedicated to the sheet
winch, therefore ensuring that overuse will
not leave you stranded outside the harbour.

These features will boost the appeal of
this boat as a daysailer and the twin berths
in the fairly cramped cabin will allow
occasional overnighting. To keep the drinks
cool, chiller boxes are fitted into recesses in
the cabin structure and a marine toilet is on
the options list.

Where money has been spent on high-
technology it is highly visible. A carbon fibre
mast may be de rigueur today, but the
choice of PBO composite rigging shows that
the mds3s is being future-proofed. Final
sourcing of these elements is yet to be
decided, as has some detailing that will be
incorporated into the production tooling.
The teak decking is seen as part of the high
quality image and will be standard within
the £74,894 ex VAT UK list price, which
excludes sails and instruments.

Slipping along in only 6 knots of true
breeze the md3s is an easy and pleasing boat
tosail upwind and down. The prototype is
fitted with Tactick's latest wireless
instruments and indicated that upwind
boatspeed was nearly matching the wind
velocity. Weighing 2.5 tonnes, the boat






